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City of Seattle
Mayor Edward B. Murray

March 17, 2015

Eri Yagi

President

Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association
1-10-20-507

Kobe, Hyogo 655-0007

Japan

Dear Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association members and friends,

Greetings from Seattle. | extend my warm regards to all of you on the occasion of the 10" anniversary of
the creation of your volunteer organization, the Kobe-Seattle Sister City of Association.

Kobe is Seattle’s first sister city, and is one of our most active sister city programs. Founded in 1957,
Seattle’s relationship with Kobe has continued to be strong throughout the years, with many cultural
and educational exchanges between the Kobe Matsuri and Seafair festival, the Suma Yacht Club and
Seattle Yacht Club, and our YMCAs, among others.

We also have many economic ties as well, from our active sister port relationship, to the many local
Seattle companies that have a presence in Kobe, including Starbucks Coffee Company and Costco, both
of which have been strong supporters of our sister city programs.

Citizen diplomacy is a key ingredient to a city and country’s international relations, which was one of the
reasons that U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower created the sister city program in 1956.

Thank you to all of your members and supporters, who work to enhance our active sister city
relationship, and are a part of this rich citizen diplomacy tradition. It is due to your efforts that Seattle
and Kobe have enjoyed 58 years of exchanges, and is getting ready to celebrate our 60" anniversary in
2017.

Enjoy the rest of your celebration, and thank you again for all of your efforts.

Sincerely,

N e

Mayor Edward BM

Office of the Mayor

Seattle City Hall, 7 Floor Tel (206) 684-4000
600 Fourth Avenue Fax: (206) 684-5360
P.O. Box 94749

Seattle, Washington 98124-4749
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President of the Seattle -Kobe Sister City Association
Karin Zaugg Black
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