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Greetings from Seattle! w

It is my great pleasure to send greetings to you from Kobe’s sister city of Seattle.

Seattle and Kobe have a long, rich history of 48 years of sister city relations, including our sister
port relationship, and partnerships with many organizations in our cities, ranging from Kobe
Matsuri & Seattle’s Seafair festival, our YMCA exchanges, and the Seattle Yacht Club and Suma

Yacht Club, to just name a few.

For many years, our non-profit, citizen volunteer organization, Seattle-Kobe Sister City Association,
has worked with the City of Seattle and other organizations to facilitate our sister city exchanges.
We are very excited to have a new partner in Kobe with the creation of the Kobe-Seattle Sister City
Association. One of our relationships’ great strengths is the diversity and breadth of the ties that

bind our citizens together. The more people involved the better!

I have been President of the Seattle-Kobe Sister City Association since 1998. In that time, we have
created new exchanges around baseball and jazz, two things that our Kobe friends love as much as
we do! We have been blessed in Seattle to have Ichiro playing for the Seattle Mariners baseball
team, which has greatly increased tourism traffic from Japan. Over the last five years, our jazz
exchange with the Shinkaichi Music Street organization has been very successful as we hosted five
Kobe Jazz Queens for a yearly concert at Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley. This year for the first time, we held
a jazz contest in Seattle to send two female jazz vocalists to Kobe to perform in Kobe in October.

Please plan on attending this concert and helping to welcome them.

Recently the Director of the Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association, Yagi Eri, visited Seattle for many
conversations and meetings with local Seattle groups and our SKSCA board members. We are
excited about working together to plan wonderful commemorative events and activities as we

celebrate our 50th anniversary of sister city ties between Kobe and Seattle in 2007.

Thank you so much for your support of the newly formed Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association. In
Seattle we will do our best to support you, and look forward to working together in the years to

come.

Karin Zaugg
President (Kaicho)
Seattle-Kobe Sister City Association
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Hello, my name is Marissa Nakamichi. I was excited to learn
about the Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association because I am from
the Seattle area. I arrived in Kobe last July to teach English
as an Assistant Language Teacher on the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program.
I currently work at Suma Kita Junior High School.

Over the past ten months, the city of Kobe has quickly become my second home. Kobe reminds
me of Seattle in many ways, which is comforting since this is the first time I have lived on my own
and outside of Washington state. Kobe and Seattle are both port cities surrounded by beautiful
mountains and have similar weather in the fall, winter, and spring. I was thrilled to find out that I
would be working in Kobe for the JET Program, especially since I had visited once before. As the
2003 Greater Seattle Japanese Community Queen, I was invited to participate in last year's Kobe

Matsuri festival.

I look forward to meeting the members of the Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association soon!
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A Big THANK YOU To Our Corporate Sponsors!
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http://[www.orca-international.com/jp/

HPEE AT RE> 24— (KICC)
http://www.kicc.jp/

HARMXLIRIBEHAZEA (Food Approach)
http://foodapproach.com/index.htm
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