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Expanding Friendships

September 2005

Dear Friends of the Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association,

Hajimemashite. Although I have lived in Japan for many years and traveled to many parts of the
country, I had never spent time in Kobe. Fortunately, that all changed this last September. I was

honored to visit this beautiful sister city for the first time, a trip that has been long overdue!

I have often heard that Seattle and Kobe look and feel very similar. Now I can finally agree with
those who have visited and lived in this beautiful city. From the 24t floor of Kobe City Hall I saw a

breath-taking panoramic view of Kobe spread out along the seashore.

Although the downtown sprawl seems much longer than Seattle, being a port city there really are a
lot of similarities. I was surprised that the mountains were so close that I could walk to them from
downtown. I was also amazed at the underground shopping mall that was a labyrinth of shops
and restaurants, as a visitor I could easily get lost in the maze. Kobe certainly has a lot to offer the

visiting tourists, and plenty to keep residents entertained.
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During my time at the Kobe City Hall I was able to meet with Ueda-san and Yamamura-san of the
International Division. They shared with me the history of the new Kobe airport, and the dream of
making it into an international airport. It seems as though it may be a challenge, but an exciting
opportunity if a direct flight from Kobe to Seattle was established that would further strengthen

our sister-city ties.

I also learned that the bi-pass that runs across Kobe’s waterfront was built after the Hanshin
earthquake and modeled after Seattle’s Alaskan Viaduct. I had no idea how intertwined our two

cities have become over the years.

In particular, I was impressed with the public transportation system in Kobe. Not only was there
a JR line for trains, but also a Hankyu line, and yet another Hanshin line for subway/trains. If only
Seattle would adopt an expansive and effective system similar to Kobe. We have a lot to learn from

our sister city as well.

One of the highlights of my time in Kobe was finally meeting Eri Yagi, Founder and President of the
Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association. This last spring while Eri was traveling through Seattle, we
were both at many of the same events, but never had the opportunity to meet. I was excited to
finally meet the famous lady everyone raves about in Seattle. I can tell Eri-san has a lot of
enthusiasm and ideas for the Kobe-Seattle sister city relationship and I look forward to working

together with you to make these dreams a reality.

Now that I have seen the city that is closest to my own hometown, I hope to continue to strengthen
Seattle-Kobe sister city relationships, and most importantly long lasting friendships between

members of our communities.

Thank you Eri and the Kobe-Seattle Sister City Association for all your hard work, and for the fun

we will have in the future!

Your new friend,

Erin Erickson
Community Liaison, Board Member, Seattle-Kobe Sister
City Association

Project Coordinator, Hyogo Business & Cultural Center
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A Big THANK YOU To Our Corporate Sponsors!
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http://foodapproach.com/index.htm
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